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hardness of tone which we detect in him. But the break-down in the administration of Imperial Justice moves t^im to righteous passion His own city of Antioch was the scene of two frightful persecutions, one under the beautiful young tyrant Gallus, and the other under the insanely cruel and suspicious Valens Innocent men were toitured to death by the score. Delation flourished, the forms of justice were flouted, no one felt secure The later of these two persecutions touched Amraianus very nearly. He was himself witness of many of the terrible scenes which were enacted in the law-couit, the" prison, or the amphitheatre. He heard the creaking of the instruments of torture, the cries of the victims, the hoarse and ciuel ejaculations of the executioner. Some of his own fi lends were among the innocents who perished. One particular case branded itself upon his memory as, above all others, calling for vengeance The young philosopher, Simomdes, whose grave and stoical reticence had exasperated the savage mind of the Emperor, was burned alive. ' He quitted life as if it wore a mad mistress, smiled at the sudden ruin of the passing moments and died without a quiver' Simomdes was executed in private The mass of innocent conspirators were murdered in the amphitheatre at Antioch amid *the loud wails of the spectators And so far did the campaign of incrimmation proceed that in the eastern province people burnt their libraries for fear that the possession of some treatise or other might furnish ground for a ciiminal charge.
The sombre story of these judicial murders closes with an eloquent apostrophe to the spirit of humane wisdom which shines through the classical literature of Greece and Rome:
10 glorious wisdom, gift of heaven to happy mortals, who hast often refined their corrupt natures, how many evils wouldst thou have corrected in these dark times, had it been vouchsafed to Valens to learn through thee that Empire is nothing else, in the opinion of the wise, but care for the well-being of others! If only he had learnt that it was the part of a good governor to restrain his power, to resist insatiate cupidity and implacable passions, and to know that, in the words of Cicero, the recollection of cruelty makes a miserable old age * Therefore it behoves every one who is about to pass sentence upon the life and spirit of man, who is a part of the world and makes up
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